PROMINENT CITIZENS OF THE PAST

ROBERT JAMES BACON

Robert James Bacen was born in Liberty County, Georgia,
December 6, 1830, His father was Thomas Bacon, whose
ancestors were of Puritan extraction, settling at Dorchester
Heights, Mass., and then Dorchester, S. C., from thence mov-
ing t0 S, John's Parish, now Liberty County, Georgia. His
mother, Barah Holcombe, was the daughter of Rev. Henry
Holcombe, D. D., a captain in the Revolutionary War, who
founded the First Baptist Church of Savannah.

Robert was the youngest of a family of eight sons and
one daughter, and was reared by his mother, his father hav-
ing died almost before his recollection. He spent his child-
hood at the old home in Liberiy County, attending school at
Walthourville until he was eighteen years old, when he went
te the University of Georgia at Athens. He was graduated
from the State University at its fiftieth ANNIVErsary com-
mencement. Fifly years later he attended the centennial eom-
mencement of his Alma Mater, and enjoyed geeing his son,
K. J. Bacon, Jr., receive his law dipioma, exactly half a ren-
tury after he had finished his own school days. He studied
law in Savannah under his brother, Edwin H. Racon, and
wag admitted fo the bar, He practiced law in Lagrange with
his brother, Thomas J. Bacon. While there, in 1853, he
married Misg Belle Walton, of Washington, Wilkes County,
Greorgis. Five yvears later, on account of delieate health, Mr.
Bacon moved to Mitchell GCounty, where he had purchased
land at the Horseshoe Bend of Flint River.
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Myr. Bacon was one of the pioneer ritizens of Southwest
(Georgia. As a planter he cleared the virgin forest with slave
labor and fransformed it into the fertile new ground with
abundant crops of corn and colton.

At the outbreak of the war in 1861, Mr. Bacon velun-
teered for service in the Confederate army, but was not ac-
cepted on account of his physical condition. Although not
able to do military duty, he was active in serving the Con-
federacy in the Commissary Department, filling the place of
guartermaster in that section of the state, collecting tithes
of food and cattle for the Southern army and storing them in
a governmeni pound on his own plantation. He was also
elected fo the lower House of the Georgia Legislature, and
served the first two years of the war. He was then eleeted to
the Senate for the ensuing two years,

After the war Mr. Bacon was a factor of conservatism
in the trying ordeal of Reconstruction. During this period he
fived on his plantation and most of his negroes remained with

him, not moving from their old home as so many on the ad-
joining plantations did.

Major Bacen, as he was familiarly called, was a leader
1nn the industrial development of this section. He was largely
instrumental in the construction and location of the Atlantie
and Gulf Railroad from Albany to Thomasville, now a part
of the Atlantic Coast Line system. He was a director of this
company, and the construction engineers, without his knowl-
edge, located a station on his plantation and named it Ba-
conton,

In 1868 Major Bacon's wife died, leaving four daughters
and one sen. The home was broken up, and the best educa-
tional advantages obtainable were sought for his children.
His life was further saddened by the loss of hig youngest child,
his only son, Robert, whe died at the age of seven, Major
Bacon was a devoted father to his motheriess children.

In 1872 Major Bacon was appointed Judge of the Mitchell
County Court, though he served but a few monéhs.
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Moving te Albany in the fall of 1872, he became a mem-
ver of the cotton firm of Welch, Cook & Bacon, later
changed te Welch & Bacon, which did a large business in
the surrounding counties, It was here, in 1874, that he
brought his second wife, who, as Mrs. Elizabeth T. Crowe, had
heen the gifted instruefor of Art and Music at Weslevan Col-
lege in Maeon.

Major Bacon’s family now eonsisted of his wife and her
daughter, Mamie Crowe, and his three daughters, Elia, Relle
and Laura, the eldest daughter, Corneille, having married
Robert J, Willingham, of Macon.

His large busipess interests, his public-spirit in all the
affairs of Albany, his ehurch duties and home and social ties
made him one of the most sought-after and active personali-
ties in the community. His sunny disposition and broad sym-
pathy, his sirict attention fo business and his high sense of
konor won for him enduring friendships among all elasses.

In 1880 business reverses came, snd later on Major Racon
moved to hig plantation in Mitchell County. In former years
Major Bacon had been successful in starting the planting and
shipping of large quantities of watermelons, and encouraged
the idea of diversified crops among the planters.

The great pecan industry of Southwest eorgia had iis
beginning on Major Bacon's plantation. In 1872 his Young
daughters planted some pecan nuts, which had been sent them
from Texas, in their garden. Five of these voung trees were
later transplanted by . M. Bacon, and from them large groves
have been developed. Major Bacon may well be called the
praphet of this industry, for he foresaw its possibilities and
encouraged thiz enterprise. He foretold the shelling of the
nuts by machinery and the extraction of oil from the nite,
both eof which have recently been realized.

Major Bacon's nephew, 3. A Bacon, of DeWitt, Ga., was
really the pioneer of this industry. To him must be given
the credit of the rapid advancement and suceess of the work.
To his careful {ransplanting of these trees and patient study
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of the subject is due all the glory of the development of the
pecan, and pecan culture is now one of the leading industries
of Southwest Georgia. Major Bacon was one of the four who
organized the Southern Nut Growers Association, which be-
came the National Nut Growers Association,

One may well imagine the confiicting emotions of Major
Bacon as he watched the spirited contest between General
John B. Gordon and Augustus O. Bacon for the governor’s
chair of Georgia. When a boy of ten his mother had adopted |
her infant grandson, Augustus O. Bacon, who had been left
on orphan. He had loved him as a brother and had watched
higs career with inferest and pride. In his college days Mr,
Bacon had been a classmate of John B, Gordon and his friend-
ship had continued through the years, It was his pleasure
In later years to see these two side by side representmg Geor-
gia in the United States Senate

On the night of Juane 5, 1907, at the ripe age of seventy-
six, Major Bacon “entered into rest.” Funeral services were
conducted at the Baconton Baptist Church, and he was laid to
rest in Oakview Cemetery in Albany. On his monument is
inscribed the motte of his life:

“On Christ the Solid Rock 1 Stand.”

A ellppng from the Aibany Daily Herald, published the
day after his death, i g fitting tribute;

“Announcement of the death of Major Robert J. Bacon,
which eccurred last night at his home in Baconton, will carry
sadness to hundreds of hearts. During the long yeara of his
interesting and useful career, Major Bacon was a prominent
figure in the affairs of Southwest Georgia, and his strong in-
dividuality has left its imprint wherever he has lived and
labored. Some of the best years of hiz life were spent in
Albany, and enduring friendships are the monuments in this
city to those gualities which made him a notable man among
his friends.

“Major Eacon was a culfured, courily gentleman of the
old school. There i3 ne finer Southern stock than that from
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which he sprang, and his family has given to Georgia some
of her most distinguished sons. He goes to hiz reward full of

years and honors, and rich in the esteem of the peopie among
whom he walked.

“May he rest in peace,”



